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International Organizations

INT-ORGs   
Collaboration with International Organizations. Global Foundation for 
Democracy and Development, GFDD, and its sister organization in the Dominican Republic, Fun-
dación Global Democracia y Desarrollo, FUNGLODE, firmly support the goals and work of the 
Organization of American States (OAS) and the  United Nations (UN) in pursuit of a better, more 
equitable, stable and prosperous World.

Organization of American States
One of the main purposes of GFDD in Washington is to identify opportunities for collaboration 
with the OAS and its different divisions as well as to participate in its programs.

This support takes shape in different ways and it can be defined as the local partner in most of the 
activities the OAS in the Dominican Republic: Promoting projects and events in the country, creat-
ing programs with local interest groups and stakeholders around them, raising awareness and pub-
licizing the role of the OAS and its competencies. As members of the Civil Society, FUNGLODE/
GFDD are active in participating in fora, consultations, and working groups led by the Summits 
Secretariat whose objectives meet those of our organizations, mainly in the social, economic and 
democratic development.

United Nations 
In 2004, GFDD and FUNGLODE were both admitted to the United Nations as institutions with 
“special status”, joining the Economic and Social Council, Conference on Trade and Development, 
Department of Public Information, Global Compact Office and the World Summit on Information 
Society.  Since then, GFDD and FUNGLODE have participated in numerous UN Conferences and 
are currently working to develop expert papers and coordinate panels related to economic, social, 
health and environmental matters to be submitted to various UN Commissions so as to contribute 
to the work of the United Nations in these critical areas. 

Through involvement in high-level meetings on matters of international concern, GFDD and 
FUNGLODE are able to give greater voice to issues of particular relevance to the DR and the 
region as well as bringing to the country, world-class programs on issues impacting the global 
community.
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Int-Orgs - A Year In Review

March 31 – April 4, 2008

Dominican Republic Diplomatic School at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Santo Domingo.

GFDD and FUNGLODE aided the OAS in or-
ganizing an intensive course on commerce and 
environment for government officials at the 
Dominican Republic Diplomatic School. The 
course explored how the Dominican Republic 
can improve of productivity and competitive-
ness, while lessening the impact of manufactur-
ing on the environment.

www.oas.org/dsd/Tool-kit/defaultSPA.htm
www.ciemades.suagm.edu/inicio.html
www.globalfoundationdd.org/gfdd/fulltext.
asp?t=a&id=85
www.sedi.oas.org/dds/english/default.asp

i

Course on Commerce 
and Environment for 
Governmental Officials

April 2 – 5, 2008

GFDD and FUNGLODE support the Organiza-
tion of American States’ work to increase eco-
nomic equity and further social inclusion. For 
example, helping organize the Inter-Regional 
Forum of Cities on Public Policy and Drug Treat-
ment, financed by the European Union and co-
ordinated by the OAS’s Inter-American Drug 
Abuse Control Commission. 
 
Its objectives were to exchange experiences and 
best practices, improve policy-making capacity, 
and expand access to drug treatment and rehabili-
tation programs, facilitate a network of alliances 
between European Latin American and Caribbe-
an institutions, and raise awareness amongst pub-
lic prosecutors and family judges of the drug de-
pendency treatment and rehabilitation programs 
available as alternatives to incarceration. 

GFDD and FUNGLODE Support 
Inter-Regional Forum of Cities on 
Public Policy and Drug Treatment

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Santo Domingo Hotel Jaragua, Santo Domingo

www.eulacdrugs.org/eulac/eulac
www.oas.org

i
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Int-Orgs - A Year In Review

April 4, 2008

GFDD and FUNGLODE Present 
at ECOSOC Forum

United Nations Headquarters, New York City

GFDD and FUNGLODE were some of the few 
NGO’s selected to share proven practices for 
sustainable development during the United Na-
tions Economic and Social Council NGO Fo-
rum, “The Role of Civil Society in Promoting 
Sustainable Development and the New Interna-
tional Aid Architecture.” Coral Gardens, which 
aims to conserve and restore threatened Carib-
bean coral reefs and marine protected habitats 
in the Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) of Punta 
Cana, Bayahibe, Samana and Sosua Bay was 
showcased. 

June 30 – July 3, 2008

United Nations Headquarters, New York City

Participation in ECOSOC 
Innovation Fair

As members of the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC) with consulta-
tive status, GFDD and FUNGLODE were in-
vited to participate in the ECOSOC Innovation 
Fair which promotes the exchange of experi-
ences of proven sustainable development strate-
gies, in an effort to meet the UN Millennium 
Development Goals. 

The foundations displayed showed development 
gains from their initiatives, the Coral Gardens 
Project, the Global Film Festival, the Global 
Media Arts Institute, InteRDom, Dominicana-
online.org and the United Nations Association 
of the Dominican Republic.
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Int-Orgs - A Year In Review

July 17, 2008

United Nations Headquarters, New York City

GFDD and FUNGLODE Participate 
in Partners Against Poverty 
Meeting

The meeting with Public-Private Alliance Foun-
dation (PPAF) at the United Nations provided 
a forum in which public and private sector in-
stitutions, working in the area of sustainable 
development can share success stories, forge 
new partnerships and establish plans of action 
in support of alleviating global poverty.

PPAF currently implements projects in the Do-
minican Republic and Madagascar, nations se-
lected as pilot countries by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council.

Executive Director of the PPAF, and Ambassa-
dors from Dominican Republic and Madagascar 
were able to report on the types of initiatives 
being carried-out to fulfill the United Nations 
Millennium Goals and highlighted gains in the 
fields of health, environment, infrastructure, 
tourism, education, information and comu-
nications technology, and sustainable devel-
opment.

Representatives from non-governmental and pri-
vate sector institutions later divided into small 
thematic teams; Tourism and Environment, 
Women and Microfinance, Health, Ethanol, and 
Agribusiness. GFDD and FUNGLODE, formed 
part of the Tourism and Environment group 
and had the opportunity to discuss work being 
implemented by the Coral Gardens Project in 
the areas of coral preservation and regeneration, 
environmental management and community de-
velopment. 

www.ppafoundation.orgi
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Int-Orgs - A Year In Review
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UNA-DR

UNA-DR   Collaboration with the United Nations Association of the Do-
minican Republic. In 2004, GFDD and FUNGLODE were admitted to the United Na-
tions as institutions with Special Status, joining the Economic and Social Council, the Conference 
on Trade and Development, the Department of Public Information, the Global Compact Office 
and the World Summit on Information Society. These past several years, GFDD and FUNGLODE 
have participated in numerous UN Conferences and are currently working to develop expert pa-
pers and coordinate panels related to economic, social, health and environmental matters to be 
submitted to various UN Commissions so as to contribute to the work of the United Nations in 
these critical areas. 

Through involvement in high-level meetings on matters of international concern, GFDD and 
FUNGLODE are able to give greater voice to issues of particular relevance to the Dominican Re-
public and the region.  As pioneers in economic, social and democratic development; international 
relations; education; professional training; scientific and technological innovation; environmental 
conservation and management; and culture, the Foundations also serve as leaders in these areas 
within the UN NGO community. Additionally, participation in such forums ensures that GFDD 
and FUNGLODE remain at the forefront of academic debate and provides important opportunities 
to network with renowned experts, making it possible for both institutions to bring world-class 
programs on issues impacting the global community to the Dominican Republic. 
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UNA-DR - A Year In Review

February 7, 2008

GFDD, FUNGLODE and UNA-DR announced 
the launch of the 2007 State of the Future re-
port in Spanish to promote the advancement of 
the United Nation Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs). During the event, prominent 
development experts, Jerome Glenn, Director 
of the World Federation of the United Nations 
(WFUNA), and Theodore Gordon, Associate 
Director of the Millennium Project, presented 
the report, which outlines the fifteen principal 
challenges facing the global community, includ-
ing realizing sustainable development, ensuring 
universal access to potable water, establishing 
and advancing legitimate democracies and re-
ducing ethnic conflict and terrorism.

www.millennium-project.org/millennium/
sof2007.html
www.un.org/Pubs/chronicle/2007/
webArticles/100307_state_of_the_future.html
www.un.org/millenniumgoals
www.wfuna.org
www.unmillenniumproject.org

i

Launch of 2007 State 
of the Future Report

March 13 – 15, 2008

Over 500 high school and college students, as 
well as teachers and professors, from the Do-
minican Republic, the United States and the 
Region participated in the 2008 Dominican Re-
public Model United Nations. 
 
The 2008 Conference helped the development 
of leadership, negotiation and problem solving 
skills essential to the future of international gov-
ernance. Key issues discussed during the 2008 
Model UN assembly included, international ter-
rorism; the role of technology in educational, 
scientific and cultural development, the applica-
tion of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, develop-
ment of health care systems in Asia and the Pa-
cific, with respect to the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, present day conflicts in Myanmar 
and Sudan, and non-proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction.

Sixth Annual Dominican
Republic Model United Nations

FUNGLODE Headquarters, 
Santo Domingo

Fordham University and United Nations 
Headquarters, New York City
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UNA-DR - A Year In Review

August 14, 2008

In celebration of 2008 International Youth Day, 
“Youth and Climate Change: The Hour of Ac-
tion,” GFDD, FUNGLODE and UNA-DR pre-
sented a screening of the documentary, The 11th 
Hour, which features insights from prominent 
global leaders and activists about the delicate 
state of the planet and the possible ways to re-
verse existing human-caused damage. Scores of 
students representing numerous academic insti-
tutions in the Dominican Republic attended.

Celebration of International 
Youth Day

FUNGLODE Headquarters, Santo Domingo

www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/iyouthday.htm
www.wip.warnerbros.com/11thhour/
mainsite/site.html

i

October 15 – 19, 2008

More than 1500 young people from the Domini-
can Republic, Latin America and other countries 
around the world participated in the 4th Interna-
tional Conference of the Americas (CILA) orga-
nized by UNA-DR, GFDD and FUNGLODE.

Students served as delegates from the different 
countries that make up the United Nations and 
simulated the work sessions of 13 committees of 
the United Nations and other multilateral, regional 
and international institutions in Spanish, English 
and French. During the meetings, the young people 
participated in debates on issues ranging from the 
protection and future recuperation of the environ-
ment to the challenges facing Haiti, and the strug-
gle against HIV/AIDS, among other topics. 

CILA is one of the largest conferences in the Re-
gion that unites students, academics and experts to 
discuss and devise solutions concerning the chal-
lenges facing the international community. The 
international conference was attended by President 
Leonel Fernández.

Barceló Bávaro Convention 
Centre, Punta Cana

FUNGLODE Headquarters, Santo Domingo

www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/minustah
www.unesco.org

i
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UNA-DR - A Year In Review

www.undpi.orgi

October 15 – 19, 2008

Seminar-Workshop for 
Journalists on the United 
Nations and Global Issues

Barceló Bávaro Convention Center, Punta Cana

GFDD, FUNGLODE and UNA-DR united with 
officials from the United Nations Department of 
Public Information (DPI), in particular the United 
Nations Information Center, representing Mexi-
co, Cuba and the Dominican Republic, to design 
the first-ever Regional Seminar-Workshop for 
Journalists on the United Nations and Global Is-
sues. The event took place during the 2008 Inter-
national Conference of the Americas (CILA). 

The workshop-seminar sought to familiarize 
journalists and media experts from the Domini-
can Republic and the region with the content and 
use of the different information resources offered 
by the United Nations, inform participants of the 
key United Nations priorities, define the roles of 
the media and its actors with relation to the chal-
lenges that confront the international community, 
explore the diversity and complexity of the lan-
guage and terminology used by the United Na-
tions to guarantee their correct usage, and analyze 
the challenges and advantages of reporting on the 
United Nations.



UNA-DR  Taking Stock of 2008        73  



Publications



Publications Internet, Print & Multimedia  Taking Stock of 2008       75  

Publications

Publications
Internet, Print & Multimedia. The development and employment of new mode of 
communication is fundamental to strengthening democratic institutions, improving national edu-
cational capacity and modernizing infrastructure.

GFDD and FUNGLODE use modern information and communication technologies to provide 
Dominican nationals and the international community with up-to-date information on the Founda-
tions’ projects and programs, as well as to disseminate content of relevance and interest.

Through its publications and multimedia projects, the Foundations intend to be point of reference 
for information democratization and sustainable development in the Dominican Republic and the 
Region.



76      Global Foundation for Democracy and Development

Publications - A Year In Review

February 2008

The National Geographic Society published the 
Dominican Republic Adventure Map, which was 
created in collaboration with GFDD, FUNG-
LODE, President Leonel Fernández, the Do-
minican Military Institute of Cartography, arche-
ologist Adolfo López, oceanographer Roberto 
Llerena, and photographer Anne Casale.

The project was in response to the need to pro-
mote the diversity of the Dominican Republic’s 
tourist offerings, establish a strong cartographic 
base for the country, and expand visitors’ no-
tions of the island nation. It features the locations 
of all national parks, marine sanctuaries, national 
monuments, national recreational sites, scientific 
reserves and wildlife refuges, as well as recom-
mended spots for diving, fishing and surfing. 
Additionally, the map includes captivating pho-
tographs and provides adventurers with fascinat-
ing details about the country’s ecology, culture, 
history and popular tourist destinations.

The map is currently available through the Na-
tional Geographic Society’s online store. 

www.shop.nationalgeographic.com/
product/367/4238/245.html

i

Publication of National 
Geographic Adventure Map

November 12, 2008

GFDD and FUNGLODE’s 2009 bilingual En-
glish-Spanish calendar features photographs 
showcasing the immense biological diversity 
of the Dominican Republic, based on the eco-
logical value of each species. Each month de-
picts species grouped according to their habitat, 
emphasizing those that are endemic and native 
to the island. In addition to awe-inspiring im-
ages, the Calendar includes the dates of both 
Dominican and US holidays.

2009 Calendar
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Publications - A Year In Review

December 20, 2008

The “Dominican Encyclopedic Dictionary of 
the Environment” is a new initiative of GFDD, 
FUNGLODE and Dominicanaonline.org. It con-
tains up-to-date and comprehensive information 
on the environment and natural resources of the 
Dominican Republic and offers insights into 
their current state and how they affect the long 
term development of the country.

By collating information on diverse areas such 
as terrestrial and aquatic habitats, coastal zones, 
natural resources, environmental legislation, 
biodiversity, pollution, urbanization, sustain-
able development and watershed systems, the 
“Dominican Encyclopedic Dictionary of the 

Dominican Encyclopedic 
Dictionary of the Environment

Environment” provides a forum for multi-dis-
ciplinary interaction, disseminating scientific 
information and promoting awareness of and 
concern for the environment. 

The Dictionary has been launched initially on-
line, with the intention of creating a live and in-
teractive forum, in which the entire environmen-
tal community, both national and international, 
can participate, contribute and provide informa-
tion. The ambition is to produce eventually a 
comprehensive print version of the Dictionary. 
The project targets international as well as na-
tional audiences, and is the result of four years 
of intense work from by a diverse team of the 
biologists, researchers, photographers, writers, 
editors and graphic designers, with support from 
the Dominican environmental community. 
 

www.dominicanaonline.org/
diccionariomedioambiente

i
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